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We are delighted to see that our opinion paper on scenarios for the future of mental health care (1) has led to a debate. The criticism of Russo and Beresford (2) centres on the role of ‘so-called’ expertise and the significance of the UN Convention on Rights of People with Disability (3), two aspects that indeed dominate some of the scenarios. In particular, the scenarios of ‘patient controlled services’ and ‘virtual mental health care’ would practically abandon current professional roles. 

We would have preferred a debate on the content of our paper and on the value of the presented scenarios, rather on who the authors were, including comments on our gender and colour of skin. In our study, we sought a compromise between focus, restricting the group to 18 people from Europe, and breadth, still including participants from very different backgrounds and countries – not only psychiatrists as the letter of Russo and Beresford might suggest. 





1 Giacco D, Amering M, Bird, V et al. Scenarios for the future of mental health care: a social perspective. Lancet Psychiatry 2016; published online November 2. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S2215-0366(16)30219-X (​http:​/​​/​dx.doi.org​/​10.1016​/​S2215-0366(16)30219-X​). 

2. Russo J, Beresford P. Scenarios for the future of mental health care: whose interests, whose perspectives, whose future? Lancet Psychiatry, epub ahead of print.

3 United Nations. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, New York: United Nations, 2016. http://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf (​http:​/​​/​www.un.org​/​disabilities​/​documents​/​convention​/​convoptprot-e.pdf​) 
(accessed Jan 27, 2016)

